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1 . HAARETZ'S DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT (GOLAN) WORTE EX- 
TENSIVELY FEBRUARY 18 OF SECRETARY VANCE'S STYLE AND THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION S POLICY. BY COMPARISON WITH KISSINGER, 

GOLAN WROTE, VANCE IS THE ONE WHO INSPIRES REAL CONFIDENCE. 

HE IS BRIEF AND TO THE POINT. LAUGHS AT A GOOD JOKE BUT 
NEVER TELLS ONE, IS SERIOUS, AND HAS THE MANNER OF A 
LAWYER; IN HIS QUIET WAY, VANCE KNOWS HOW TO INSPIRE CON- 
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FIDENCE. AFTER THESE PREFATORY REMARKS ON STYLE, GOLAN 
ENUMERATED THE ISSUES VANCE DISCUSSED IN ISRAEL. HE AGREED 
TO EXPLORE ALLON'S PROPOSAL FOR AN INTERIM AGREEMENT BE- 
TWEEN LEBANON AND ISRAEL WHILE IN BEIRUT. 

2. ON FUTURE ISRAELI-ARAB AGREEMENTS, BE EXPRESSED IN- 
TEREST IN ALL POSSIBILITIES, BUT SEEMED TO PREFER AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT IMPLEMENTED IN STAGES. 

3. ON THE PLO, THE SECRETARY PRESSED THE ISRAELIS 
ON WHAT THEIR POSITION WOULD BE IT THE PLO CHANGED 
ITS VIEWS; WHEN THEY REPLIED THAT THE PLO WOULD NOT 
LONGER BE THE PLO IN THAT CASE, HE ASKED WHETHER HE 
COULD BE FREE TO UNDERSTAND THAT ISRAEL WOULD THEN BE 
PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE. CERTAINLY NOT, THE ISRAELIS 
RETORTED, BECAUSE ISRAEL IS OPPOSED TO THE ESTABLISH 
MENT OF A PALEST ANT AN STATE ON THE WEST BANK. (VANCE'S 
LISTENERS, ACCORDING TO GOLAN, BELIEVE THAT THE U.S. 

DOES NOT FIND A WEST BANK PATE, STINT AN STATE PARTICULARLY 
HORRIFYING, AND WOULD REGARD THE OBSTABLE TO NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE PLO REMOVED IF THE PLO MODERATES 
ITS POSITIONS. THIS DEEP DIFFERENCE OF VIEWS BETWEEN 

THE U.S. AND ISRAEL IS LIKELY TO BECOME TYPICAL BEFORE 
LONG, ACCORDING TO GALOAN.) 

4. ON SECURITY, THE SECRETARY SUGGESTED THAT IT COULD 
BE BASED ON TERRITORIAL BORDERS, ON GUARANTEES, AND/OR 
ON THE TIME ELEMENT, I.E., AN OVERALL SETTLEMENT 

BY STAGES. THE ISRAELIS INSISTED THAT UNDER NO CIR- 
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CUMSTANCES COULD GUARANTEES OR TIME-PHASING BE THE QUID 
PRO QUO FOR AN OVERALL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 
TERRITORIES AND FOR PEACE, EVEN IF IT IS THE KIND OF 
PEACE ISRAEL IS ASPIRING FOR. 

5. GOLAN'S WRAP-UP INCOUDED BRIEF MENTION OF THE 
SOVIET UNION S ROLE IN THE MIDDLE EAST PEACE EFFORTS; 

THE KFIR SALES ISSUE AND CONCUSSION BOMBS; AND OIL 
DRILLING INNTHE GULF OF SUEZ, FOR WHICH VANCE HAD 
SUGGESTED A JOINT LEGAL COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE U.S.- 
ISRAEL DIFFERENCES AND HOW TO BRIDGE THEM. 

6. AL HAMISHMAR'S POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT (SHEHORI) 

WROTE THAT THE MOST SURPRISING THING ABOUT THE SECRETARY'S 
VISIT IS THAT IT CONTAINED NO SURPRISES (LIKE KISSINGER'S 
"RABBITS PULLED FROM THE HAT"). CYRUS VANCE THE DIP- 
LOMAT: "DRY, KEEN WITTED, QUIET, SERIOUS, SYMPATHETIC" 

AHD MEETINGS WHICH WERE "AN INTELLECTUAL PLEASURE" AND 
MARKED BY A MANNER WHICH WAS "CULTURED, DELIBERATE, 
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METHODICAL.” CONTRARY TO KISSINGER, VANCE MAKES NOTES, 
LEAFS THROUGH THEM, READS ASKS SHORT, INCISIVE QUESTIONS, 
AND ABOVE ALL, KNOWS HOW TO LISTEN. HE DOES NOT HAVE 
MARATHON TALKS, LAST-MINUTE SCHEDULE CHANGES, A "SENIOR 
OFFICIAL" ON THE PLANE TO HARNESS JOURNALISTS TO HIS 
DIPLOMATIC NEEDS. THE POLITICAL OPTIONS PRESENTED BY 
THE ISRAELIS TO VANCE WERE LISTENED TO WITH NO OBJECTION 
OR RESERVATION VOICED, BUT NEITHER WITH ANY REINFORCE- 
MENT OFFERED. RE THE PLO, VANCE DID POSE A NEW CONDITION 
BY SAYING THAT, IN ADDITION TO ACCEPTION RESOLUTIONS 242 
AND 338, THE PALESTINIAN COVENANT MUST BE CHANGED BEFORE 
THE PLO BECOME ACCEPTABLE NEGOTIATING INTERLOCUTORS. 
AFTER REVIEWING THE POINTS OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN ISRAEL 
AND THE U.S., SHEHORI ADDED THAT SECRETARY VANCE HAS 
NOT MADE A SINGLE SLIP THUS FAR, NOR GIVEN A SINGLE 
EXCUSE TO ANY SIDE FOR DISPLEASURE OR CRITICISM OVER 
HIS REMARKS. HIS VISIT INSPIRES HOPE. 
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7. IN ITS EDITORIAL COMMENT, HAARETZ WONDERS WHETHER 
ISRAELI LEADERS KNOW MORE NOW OF THE POLITICAL IN 
TENTIONS OF PRESIDENT CARTER AND SECRETARY VANCE THAN 
THEY DID PRIOR TO THE SECRETARY'S VISIT. VANCE'S ROLE 

OF AN "ACTIVE LISTERNER"SIGNALS A "NEW STYLE IN AMERICAN 
DIPLOMACY." THE NEW SECRETARY ASKS SHORT BUT SEARCHING 
QUESTIONS, AND DOES NOT RADIATE THE SAME AURA OF IN- 
TIMACY THAT FORMER SECRETARY KISSINGER DID. "NOT 
THAT WE HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT MR. VANCE DOES NOT 
CONSIDER ISRAEL A FRIEND OF THE U.S.," HAARETZ WRITES, 

"BUT IT IS OBVIOUS THAT HE DOES NOT REGARD US AS THE ONLY 
FRIEND THE U.S. WILL FIND IN THESE PARTS." 

8. AL HAMISHMAR ALSO NOTES THE NEW STYLE OF AMERICAN 
DIPLOMACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, FINDING THAT THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION IS MORE RELAXED, AND TRIES TO PUT MORE 
EMPHASIS ON MUTUAL PERSUASION. NO RIGID RULES HAVE 
BEEN LAID DOWN, A "GENEVA-TYPE" FRAMEWORK HAS BREN 
SUGGESTED, AND PREPARATIONS FOR NEGOTIATIONS IN THE 
SECOND HALF OF 1977 HAVE BEEN STRESSED. POINTS OF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE U.S. AND ISRAEL HAVE BEEN 
UNDERLINED, PARTICULARLY REGAIDING THE INADMISSABILITY 
OF THE PLO TO GENEVA SO LONG AS THE COVENANT IS UNCHANGED 
AND RESOLUTIONS 242 AND 338 ARE UNRECOGNIZED. 

IN SUM, THE SECRETARY'S VISIT WAS ENCOURAGING. 

9. DA VAR URGES THAT ISRAEL, ALTHOUGH PREOCCUPIED WITH 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS, MUST NONETHELESS MAKE PREPARATIONS 
NOW FOR THE UPCOMING TALKS AT GENEVA BY DRAWING UP 
WORKING DOCUMENTS, PROPOSALS AND PROGRAMS SO THAT THE 
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INITIATIVE IS NOT RELINQUISHED TO THE ARAB COUNTRIES. 

IT IS NEVER TOO EARLY TO BE PREPARED, DAVAR SAYS. 

DUNNIGAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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